
Teacher: Mary Virginia Clause   E-mail: maryvirginia.clause@biloxischools.net 

Objectives: English IV is a survey of literature, so we will be learning about intertextuality, archetypes, and 
the hero’s journey; reading a variety of texts including Beowulf, Othello, and A Doll’s House; writing a 
research paper; and understanding poetry and analyzing Animal Farm. We will be writing often, sometimes 
long papers, sometimes quick thoughts. This work, coupled with the grammar practice we do, will help 
prepare you for college or the work environment.  That being said, everything may change rapidly because 
of the COVID-19 situation. One of the goals for senior classes is to create young adults who know how to 
think and what they think. I’m interested in students forming their own opinions, not their ability to memorize 
facts and figures. 

Major Assignments/Texts 
• Beowulf 
• Othello by William Shakespeare.  
• A Doll’s House by Henrik Ibsen 
• Animal Farm by George Orwell 
• various Romantic and Victorian poets 
• Personal Statement Essay  
• Literary Analysis Essay(s) 
• Review ACT Reading and English Standards  

Tests and Grades 

Tests:  55%  Activities:  35%  Term Test: 10% 

Grading:  A=90-100  B=80-89  C=70-79  D=65-69  F=below 65  I=incomplete 

Grading follows the policies of Biloxi Public Schools.  A mid-term progress report and a report card following 
the end of each term are issued. 

Tests: Three department tests are given per term covering all objectives taught up to that point. Tests may 
be multiple choice, open-ended, essay- or project-based.  ACT formatted tests are timed.  
       
Retesting:  Students may only retest once per term and must do so within 10 days of the date the test was 
given. Students will be required to complete a reteaching assignment in order to retest. 

Course Requirements: Students are required to complete all homework assignments, projects, and 
assigned class reading.  The student must master all objectives with 65% mastery to pass the course. 
 

http://www.biloxischools.net
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